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THE 


Friendly  Dcemon^ 


OR    THE 


Generous  Apparition; 

BEING 

A  True  Narrative  of  a  miraculous  Cure, 
newly  perform'd  upon  that  famous  Deaf 
and  Dumb  Gentleman, 

Dr.  Duncan  Camplel^ 

By  a  familiar  Spirit  that  appear'd  to  him  in  a 
white  Surplice,  like  a  Cathedral  finging  Boy. 


Sv  I>c\jr^cl    jO^* 


V  / 


If  by  our  Senses  Spirits  we  perceive^ 
Or  from  the  flrength  of  Fancy ^  fa  believe^ 
2so  Fault  do  we  conmiit  that  merits  blame^ 
If  to  the  Publick  we  report  the  fame  ^ 
For  whether  by  our  Eyes  we  Spe&res  fee 
Or  by  a  fecond  Sight ^  we  muft  agree^ 
Things  are  to  us  as  they  appear  to  be* 
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To  my  anonymaut  worthy  Friendy  Phyfi* 
cian  and  Philojopbery  whofe  NamCj 
for  certain  Reajons^  I  forbear  to 
mention^ 

SIR, 

Cannot^  without  great  In- 
gratitude, forget  the  friendly 
Vififs  and  kind  Advice  I  fre- 
quently received  from  you,  du- 
ring, not  only,  a  dangerous 
bat  tedious  Indifpofition,  which  furprifingly 
feizd  mc  in  the  Year  1717,  and,  rotwiih- 
ftanding  yo^r  extraordinary  Care  as  well  as 
unqueftionable  Judgment,  continu  d  upon  mc 
till  the  latter  end  of  the  Year  —25^  in 
which  long  interval  of  Time,  the  Attendance 
you  gave  me,  and  the  Trouble  you  gave 
yourfelf,  abftrafted  from  all  Intereft,  made 
you  truly  fenfiblc  of  my  unhappy  Condition, 
and  myfelf  equally  apprehenfive  of  the  great 
Obl'gations  I  (hall  ever  be  under  to  fo  (inccre 
a  Friend* 

A  7  The 


The  firft  occafion  of  my  Illnefs,  as  I 
have  good  reafon.to  imagiae,  was^^.V€|;y 
fhockhigSLW-prize  given 'itie  by  certain'  Fec^sr 
fons^,^:w ho  .pretended;  to  be  my  Friends  iii.i' 
confiderable.  Affair  then  depending,  wherein 
their  Treachery  threatened  me  with  fucceed-. 
ing  Ruin,  had  not  Providence  interpos'd  and 
delivered  the  Opprefs*d  from  the  cruel  hands 
of  fuch  deceitful  Enemies  :  Upon  whofe 
hard  Ufage,  and  the  news  of  my  Difappoint- 
inent,  I  was  ftruck  at  firft  with  a  kind  of 
Epilepfy  and  depriv'd  of  all  my  Senfes.in  an 
Inftant,  drop'd  down  in  a  publick  Coffee- 
Houfe,  under  violent  Agitations,  which,  it 
feems,  are  generally  concomitant  with  this 
miferable  Diftemper  5  hut  being  luckily  af- 
fifted  and  kindly  fupported  by  fome  Gentle- 
men prefent,  I  happen'd  to  efcape  thofe  ill 
Confequences  that  might  otherwife  have  at- 
tended me,  during  the  extremity  of  my  Con- 
vulfions,  which  v/ere  reported,  by  thofe  that 
held  rne,  to  be  fo  llrong  as  to  be  almoft  in- 
fupportable,  till  the  Paroxifm  declined,  which 
terminated  in  a  cold  Sweat,  Trembling  and 
Weeping,  and  this  was  the  firft  Attack  that 
ever  this  terrible  AlTailant  made  upon  me  5 
tho'  afterwards  he  forc'd  himfelf  into  a  fur- 
ther familiarity  with  me  (much  againft  my 
Will)  nor  could  your  kind  Endeavours,  by 
the  Art  of  Phyfick,    back'd  with  my  own 

ftrength 
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ftrength  of  Conftitution,  fright  awny  fhh 
evil  Companion  from  me,  till  my  good  Ge- 
nius, by  the  direftion  of  Providence,  com- 
municated a  particular  Secret  to  me,  which, 
with  God's  Bleffing,  has  lately  prov'd  my 
Deliverance,  in  what  manner,  before  1  con- 
clude, 1  fhaJl  very  freely  acquaint  yoii,  in 
hopes  iou  ;will  favour  me  with  your  candid 
Opinion  in  anfwer  thereunto. 

ti ' 

'  Near  eight  Years,  wa?  a  long  Time  to 
continue  under  the  frequent  returns  and  un- 
comfortable dread  of  fuch  a  (hocking  Af- 
flidion,  which,  upon  every  little  dilorder 
of  Mind  or  difappointment  in  Bufinefs,  ne- 
ver faird  to  vifit  me^  till,  by  convuHive  or 
involuntary  Motions  in  my  Head  and  other 
Parts  of  my  Body,  my  Eyes  were  burv'd  in 
their  Sockets,  my  other  Features  contracted, 
my  Limbs  often  diftorted,  my  Bowels  fome- 
times  wrack'd  with  intolerable  Pains,  and 
all  the  Faculties  of  my  Mind  fo  greatly 
weakened  and  impaired,  that  I,  who,  for 
many  Years  before,  bad  been  efteem'd  as  an 
Oracle,  by  the  mofc  Polite  and  Curious  part 
of  both  Sexes,  was  now,  for  want  of  flrength 
of  Mind  and  ability  of  Body  to  imploy  my 
Talent  and  excercife  my  Art  as  ufual, 
treated  like  an  old  Soldier,  who  had  loll: 
his  Limbs  in  the  Service  of  his  Country, 

and 
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and  thought  only  worthy,  by  way  of  requi- 
tal, to  be  made  a  hobbling  Penfioner  in  fome 
Ihrving  Hofpital^  but,  1  thank  my  Stars, 
it  prov'd  not  quite  fo  bad  with  me,  fortho* 
fome  Ladies  were  too  hafly  and  importunate 
to  bear  with  the  leaft  difappoinrment  or  ad- 
tiiit  of  any  delay,  without  ihewing  their  re- 
fentment,  or  refufing  to  truft  their  Money 
till  my  Convulfions  afforded  me  a  rational 
Interval,  wherein  I  might  be  able  to  give 
them  ample  Satisfadion:  Yet,  others,  of  a 
more  couuder^.te,  eafy  and  compaflionatc 
Temper,  were  fo  highly  concernd  for  my 
too  apparent  IndirpDlirion,  that,  in  order  to 
drive  oat  this  tormenting  Demon  that  pof- 
idVd  me,  they  brought  me  all  the  old  Roi 
crpes  they  could  inufter  up  among  their 
crazy  Aunts  and  Grandmothers,  praftis'd 
upon  all  Occ^fions  in  their  feveral  Families, 
perhips  ever  (ince  the  Times  of  Galen  and 
hippocratesy  but,  having  been  long  under 
xhc  Care  and  Friendfhip  of  fo  able  a  Phy- 
dchn  as  your  felf,  tho'  to  little  or  no  pur- 
polc,  I  could  nor  put  Faith  enough  in  old 
Womens  Mtdicines  to  receive  Benefit  therc- 
bv,  fo,  under  a  kind  of  defpondency  of  eve- 
ry thing  but  Providence,  1  fuffer'd  my  Di- 
ftemper  to  rake  its  own  Courfe,  till  my  Fits 
cncreas'd  upon  me,  to  ax  leaft  twenty  in  a  Day-, 
and  by  their  frequent   rcit^ations  brought, 

at 
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at  length,  fuch  a  dimnefs  upon  my  Sights 
fuch  a  weaknefs  in  my  Joints,  and  tremor 
upjn  my  Nerves,  that  rertder'd  me  incapable 
of  all  mmner  of  Bufinefs,  efpecially  that 
whichl  had  fo  long  profefs'd  andfucccfsfuUy 
performed,  to  the  full  Satisfadion  and  great 
Aftonifhmentof  ThoufanJs^  but  being  now- 
unable  to  Write  ^  and,  for  want  of  Speech 
hiving  no  other  way  of  comnunicating  my 
Anfwers  to  the  demands  of  the  Ladies  and 
Gentlemen  that  apply'd  themfclvcs  to  me, 
except  by  Digitation,  which  they  underftood 
not,  i  was  forcd  foraetimes,  when  m»jch 
difordcr*d  by  my  Convulfions,  to  fend  *em 
away  diffatisfy'd,  which,  if  it  were  any 
Mortification  to  them,  prov'd  a  much  great- 
er to  my  felf,  becaufe,  upon  my  ready  per- 
formances in  the  M)  fiery  I  am  Matter  of^ 
depends  the  welfare  of  my  whole  Family. 

Under  thefe  unhappy  Circumftances  I 
labour'd  till  the  Month  of  OQobsr^  in  the 
Year—  24,  confined  by  my  Diftemper  to  my 
own  Habitation,  not  daring  to  go  abroad 
for  fear  of  falling  in  the  Streets,  having 
been  before  furpriz'd  by  my  Fits  in  St.  Jam<s'% 
Park  and  fevcral  other  Places  $  but,  about 
this  Time,  being  pofTefs'd  with  a  ftrong  In- 
clination to  the  Cold-Bath,  near  Sir  John 
Qldfajile\  and  the  great  dgfirc  I  had  to  ex- 
perience 
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perience  the  fame,  being  highly  encourag'd 
by  your  Advice  and  Approbation,  I  fum- 
mon'd  all  the  Strength  i  had  to  my  Afliftance, 
and  purfuant  to  the  Didates  of  my  own  reft- 
le^s  Mind,  had  r^courfe  thither  accordingly, 
attended  by  a  proper  Perfon  to  take  due 
Care  of  me,  for  fear  of  the  worft. 

I  had  not  repeated  this  cold  Expedient 
above  twice  or  thrice,  but  I  was  fenfible  of 
the  Benefits  I  received  thereby,  for  my  Oi- 
ftemper  began  to  treat  me  with  lefs  feverity 
than  ufual,  and  my  Fits  were  fucceeded  wjth 
a  greater  Defluftion  of  Tears  than  what  was 
common,  before  I  apply'd  my  felfto  the  Bath, 
fo  that,  after  my  Weeping  was  over,  1  found 
my  felf  much  refre(h*d  and  all  my  Facul- 
ties abundantly  more  alert,  than  at  any 
T^me  they  had  been  fince  my  firft  Illnefs, 
infomuch,  that,  from  a  tim-ely  continuance 
of  this  external  Application,  I  entertain'd 
great  hopes  of  a  perfed  Recovery  5  but, 
notwithftanding  my  diligent  Profecution  of 
this  fharp  and  ihivering  Method,  I  was,  to 
my  great  Sorrow,  unhappily  diiappointed^ 
for  my  ConvuKions  were  as  frequent,  tho* 
not  fo  violent  as  formerly,  and  1  was  now 
again  diverted  of  all  hopes  of  Relief,  except 
by  the  Hand  of  Providence,  having  nothing 
to  truft  to,  but  that  infallible  Phyficiau 
y^ho  can  Care  alt  things  in  an  Inftant^    ^ 

TH£ 
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The  Defpondency  I  was  now  under  of 
any  Afliftance  from  humane  Art,  and  tht; 
flender  Opinion  you  feem'd  to  entertain  of 
my  Recovery,  made  my  Intervals  as  Melan- 
choly as  my  Fits  were  troublefome^  op« 
prefs'd  with  thefe  hard  Circumflances,  I  fup- 
ported  a  burthenfome  Life,  and  drag*d  on 
the  tedious  Hours  till  the  latter  end  of  the 
5(^ear  — 25,  about  v/hich  Time,  as  I  v/as 
numbering  one  Morning  in  my  Bed,  after  a 
reftlefs  Night,  my  good  Genius  or  Guardian 
Angel,  Cloth'd  m  a  white  Surplice  like  a 
finging  Boy,  appear'd  before  me,  holding  a 
Scrowle  or  Label  in  his  right  Hand,  where- 
on the  following  Words  were  wrote  in  large 
Capitals. 

READ,  BELIEFE  JND  PRJCTISE,  THE 
LOADSTONE  SHALL  BE  TOUR  CURE. 
WITH  AN  ADDITION  OF  THE  tOIFDER 
HERE  PRESCRIBED  TOU;  BUI  KEEP 
THE  LAST  AS  A  SECRET,  FOR  WlTR 
THAT  AVD  THE MAGhETTOU  SHALL 
RELIEVE  NUMBERS  IN  DISTRESS 
JND  LIVE  TO  DO  GREATER  WON- 
DERS  THAN  TOU  HAVE  HITHERTO 
PERFORMED,  THEREFORE  BE  OF  GOOD 
CHEAR,  FOR  TOU  HAVE  A  FRIEND  UN^ 
KNOWN,  WHO,  IN  THE  TiME  OF  TROU^ 
BLE,  WILL  NEVER  FAIL  TOU. 


(  lo) 

This  comfortable  News,    tho'  delivered 
to  me  after  fo    furprizing  a  manner,    yet, 
was  it  very  welcome  to  a  languifliing  Perfon 
under  a  complication   of  Misfortunes,  not- 
withftanding  I  had  a  great  rtruggle  with  my 
natural  Reafon,  before  I  could  convince  my 
felf  of  what  I  was  yet  confident   my  very 
Eyes  had  feen,  or  at  leaft  had  been  repre- 
fented  to  me   after  an   extraordmary  itian- 
ner,  for  betwixt  really  feeing  what  we  call 
a  Vifion  or  verily  believing  we  do  fee  it, 
there  is  but  a  flender  difference  5   however, 
the  intire  Confidence  1  had  put  in  Provi- 
dence, and  the  great  defire  I  had  to  be  re- 
lieved, were  to   me  convincing  Arguments, 
beyond  all  Objedion,  that  my  Guardian  An- 
gel had  aftualiy  appear'd  and  communicated 
to  my  Eyes  the  very  Scrowle  that  1  had  read, 
the  Words  of  which,  left  my  Memory  (hould 
have  prov'd  treacherous,    I    entered  in  my 
Pocket- Book  as  they  are  before  recited,  the 
Recipe  only  excepted. 

Having  thus  fubjeded  my  Reafon  to' 
my  Senfes,  or  at  leaft  my  Faith,  for  I  either 
faw  or  believ'd  I  faw  what  I  have  here  re- 
ported, I  had  nothing  elfe  to  do,  but  to  put 
m  Practice  the  Receipt  which  my  good  Genius 
had  imparted  to  me,  tho'  how  to  come  at  a 
Loadftone,    feem'd  to  me  as  difficult  as  to 

find 


C  II  ) 

find  out  the  Philo^'opher's  Stone,  having  but 
a  iJender  Knowledge  of  the  thing  it  felf,  and 
much  lefs  of  its  Virtues^  hovever,  upon 
enquiry,  1  Toon  found  out  a  certain  Virtuofo, 
near  MoorjieUs^  who  is  an  eminent  dealer 
in  fuch  fort  of  Curiofiries,  and  by  his  x\f- 
fjftance  1  prefently  furniih'd  niv  felf  with 
what  1  wanted,  and  fending  for  feme  fat 
Amber  and  a  certain  preparation  of  Steel, 
which  1  privately  difpens'd  in  a  very  particu- 
lar manner,  accorduj^  to  the  Recipe  cotnmu- 
Bicated  by  my  Genius-^  then- applying  both 
as  direfted,  was  miraculoufly  deiiver'd,  in  a 
great  meafure,  from  ihofe  wrricking  Convul- 
iions  which  bad  fo  Ions:  «iflhfted  me,  and 
in  lefs  thin  a  Month's  Time  my  whole  Mi- 
crocofin  was  reftor'd  to  fuch  a  happy  Stae 
of  :HeaIth,  Strength  and  Vivacity,  that 
Heaven  be  praised,  I  could  do  any  thing  as 
ufual,  but,  if  I  leave  off  my  Loadftone  for 
two  or  three  Days,  which  1  have  fometimes 
done,  meerly  out  of  Curiofiry,  my  Fits,  as 
yet,  will  remind  me  of  my  fooliih  Prefump- 
tion,  and  force  me  to  have  recourfe  to  my 
wonderful  Ferfervative,  which  has  not  only 
prov'd  fo  great  a  friend  to  my  felf,  but  has 
reliev'd  others  iin  the  like  diflrefs;  and  as  ] 
have  found  bv  three  or  four  late  Experi- 
ments, is  as  effc^lual  in  fuppi cling  Vapours 
and  removing   or  prevenrijjg   Hyfierick  Fits 

B  2  in 
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in  Women,  as  it  is  in  Epilepfies  and  Con- 
\  i.lfiuijs  in  uur  own  Sex,  either  Men  or  Chil^ 
drcn. 

Now,  Do(9:or,finceIhavehc'ippilyconqiier*d[ 
ib  Aubborn  an  Enemy,  by  fuch  miraculous 
7i;trMns,  as  do  rot  fail  to  affift  others  as  well 
a^  m)  felt.  {  defire  you  uill  vouchfafe  me 
Jour  real  SeTttiments  of  this  uncommon  way 
of  Cuie,  }our  Notions  of  the  Ge?i?'f^  and  the 
V'cnderful  niPnner  of  communicating  the 
Recipe^  your  I  houghts  of  the  Loadftone 
and  the  Virtues  thereof,  jour  Opinion  of 
SympRthy  and  the  Cures  performed  thereby, 
for  1  know  you  are  Philofopher  fiifficient,  aa 
Weil  as  Phyfician,  to  give  a  very  good  light 
into  all  the(e  Myfleries^  in  which  I  own  I 
am  to  feek  ^  therefore  hope  you  will  conde- 
fcend  fo  far  as  to  fpend  a  leifure  Hour  up- 
on the  foregoing  Particulars,  and  you  will 
inlinitely  oblige. 

Sir, 

Tour  ajfured  Friendj 

and  humble  Servant^ 

Duncan  CampbeL 


'0V.  .^n  i^  ^?%  ^^T.  i^ 

To  my  'Deaf  and  Dumb  Friend,  Mr. 
Duncan  Campbel,  in  Anfwer  to 
his  Letter  to  an  anonymous  worthy 
Friendy  Phyfuian  and  Philojopher^ 

f  1  K 

IReceiv'd  your  Letter  and  read  the 
fame,  with  no  lefs  Surprife  than  Satif- 
faftion  3  for,  as  I  am  greatly  pleas'd  at  your 
miraculous  Recovery,  To,  lam  equally  afto- 
liifti'd  at  the  wonderful  Means  by  which  it 
was  obtain  d^  I  confefs,  I  have  been  too 
great  a  Student  in  Phyfick  and  natural  Phi- 
lofophy,  to  entertain  any  extraordinary  O- 
pinion  of  Miracles,  no  ways  accountable  to  / 
human  Reafon,  except  thofe  that  concern 
Religion,  which  are  brought  down  to  our 
Knowledge  well  attefted  and  recommended 
to  our  Faith  by  unexceptionable  Authorities^ 
HQt,  but,  that  I  am  ready  to  admit,  that  the 
Power  of  Healing  is  in  the  Hand  of  Provi- 
dence, and  that  fome  Patients,   when  their 

Diftemper, 
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Diftempers,  thro'  the  frailty  of  humane 
Judgment,  derive  their  EfTence  from  fo  ob- 
Icure  an  Original  that  even  puzzles  the  Phy- 
fician,  I  am  free  to  acknov\4edge,  efpecially 
when  the  Blefling  of  God  accompanies  the 
Adminiftration,  that  the  moft  tnlimg  ap- 
pircanon  in  the  Eyes  of  Art,  may  recover 
fuch  Perfons  from  the  mod  dangerous  Infir- 
inities  :  This,  llook  upon  to  be  your  extra- 
ordinary Cafe,  and  therefore  think  not  the 
means  to  which  yoii  afcribe  your  Cure  or 
the  manner  of  the  Recipes  being  communi- 
cated to  you,  a  proper  fubjed  for  a  Phyfical 
Enquiry,  unlefs  you  had  fent  me  the  Pre- 
fcription  of  your  Genh4s^  which  I  under- 
hand by  your  Lett-er,  you  ar^  obliged  to  con- 
ceal,, and  then  perhaps  I  Ihould  hav^  .heen 
able  to  have  judg  d,  m  fome  meafure,  which 
of  the  Applications  are  moft  ^E.ffential,  the 
Powder  or  the  Loadftone,  alfo  how  far  your 
Guardian  Angel  is  a  Regular  Proiicisat  in 
IJiie  modern  Praciife  of  Fhy fick. 

However,  as ,you  dedre  my  Opinion  of 
the  Qenii^  th^  Loadftone,  the  ;Pq\)t^der  of 
Sympathy,  and  the  like,  I  (hall  not 'be  only 
willing  to  give  you  my  own  Thoughts,  bq,t 
the  Sentiments  of  others,  before -I  take  niy 
leave,  who  have  made  the  foregoing  Parti- 
culars their  principal  Studies,  and  are  there- 
fore 


fore  better  acquainted  with   the  nature  of 
Spirits,  than  1  pretend  to  be. 

A  s  for  Genii  or  familiar  Spirits,  good  and 
bad,  behev'd  and  reported,  by  the  mod  Wife 
andLearnid  of  the  Ancieiits  ,to  attend  Man- 
kind, and  the  various  Operations  they  have 
had  upon  huttjane  Minds  as  well  as  bodies, 
I  cannot  but  confefs,  feetn  very  wonderful 
to  my  defedive  Underftanding^  yer,  when 
we  obferve  what  innumerable  Inftances  have 
been  handed  to  us  by  the  mofl:  reputable  Au- 
thors, both  Antique  and  Modern,  attefled 
from  Time  to  Time  by  unqueftionable  Au- 
thorities, who,  that,  before  he  div'd  into 
thefe  Myfteries,  look  d  upon  the  fame  to  be 
VVhimfy,  can  forbear  ftaggering  in  his  O- 
p  in  ion? 

The  mofl:  celebratedlnftance of  a  Gemus 
am.ong  the  Ancients,  is  that  of  Socrates^ 
one  of  the  wifeft  of  the  Philofophers  in  ths 
Age  he  liv'd  in,  and  that  he  had  fucha  fami- 
liar Spirit  to  attend  him,  which  the  Greeks 
caird  Daemon ^  and  the  Latins  Ge?ihfs^  is 
fufficiently  tefl:ify'd  by  three  of  his  Con- 
temporaries, viz,  Plato^  J'e?jopho7i  and  Ar,- 
tiftkenes^  alfo  further  confirmed  hy  Laertiu^^ 
Plutarch^  Mdxlmits  Tyrius^  Diori^  Ckryfoflo" 
musy  Cicero  J  Jpnlehis,  and  Facirias-^  befides 
.  •  -       others 
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9thers  more  Modern,  as,  TertuUian^  Origen^ 
Clemens  Alexandrmm^  &c.  but  that  which 
is  of  greater  Authority  than  all  the  Vouch- 
ers aforemention'd,  is  what  Socrates  fays  of 
himfclf,  in  FUto's  Theage^  viz.  By  fo7fie  Di^ 
vine  Lot^  I  have  a  certain  Dasmon,  which 
has  follow  d  me  from  my  Childhood^  as  att 
Oracle 'j  and  this  Voice ^  fays  he,  for  fo  he 
terms  it,  whenever  it  fpeaks  to  me^  difjwades 
me  from  enz^ging  in  what  I  am  aboat  to  put 
in  Atlion^  hut  never  prompts  me  to  attempt 
any  thing.  This,  1  prefume,  might  be  the 
chief  Reafon,  why  S^^r^^r^j  perfud  not  his 
own  Inclinations,  which  were  naturally  Vi- 
cious, as  himfelf  confels'd  to  the  Phyfiogno* 
mift,  but  was  al^vays  accompany'd  with  a 
divine  Spirit  that  reftrain'd  him  from  it 5 
for,  in  fpeaking  to  Alcihiades^  a  vicious  No- 
ble Man  of  Athens^  but  reclaimed  by  Socra* 
tes'^  fays  he.  My  Tutor  (niean^rg  the  Spirit 
that  attended  him)  is  wifer  and  better  than 
you.  And  to  further  fliew,  that  what  he  caird 
his  D^mon,  was  fomerhing  more  than  a 
fecret  Impulfe  of  the  Mind,  or  Dictates  of  a 
good  Confcience,  Theocritus  affirms  in  Plu^ 
tarchy  that  a  Vifion  attended  Socrates  from 
his  Childhood,  going  before  him  and  guid^ 
ing  him  in  all  the  Aftions  of  his  Life,  be- 
ing a  conftant  light  to  hmi  in  fuch  Affairs 
iis   lay    not  wichlu   the  reach   of  humane 
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ftanding,   and  that  the  Spirir  often  fpoke  to 
hirn,  divinely  governing  and  infpiring  his  In- 
tentions. A  thoufand  Inftancesof  the  like  na- 
ture,    I  could  colleft"  from  the  Ancients,    to 
prove,  that  what  you  have  reported  to  me,  ia 
your  Letter,    may  be  no  Delufion,   but  real 
Fad,  v/ith  all  it's  furpriflng  Circumftances, 
could  the  Tafic  be  comprised  within  the  com-, 
pafs  of  a  Letter,   but,   a  Treatife  of  this  na- 
ture,  being  much  fitter  for  a  Volume,  I  fhall 
only  proceed  to  a  few  familiar  Jnftanccs  of  a 
more  modern  Date,  that  your  wonderful  Cure^ 
may  gain  Credit  with  the  FubUck,   becaufe  X 
know  your  Sincerity. 

FfvOtssard  reports.  That  in.the  Time.ot, 
Edward  xht  Third,  there  vvas  a  certain 
Knight /in  France^  call'd  Comjf^y  who  couu! 
tell  every  thing  Tranfaded  throughout  the 
whole  World,  in  a  Day  or  two  at  themoft, 
were  the  diftance  never  fo  remote,  and  this 
he  did  by  an  invifible  Intelligencer  or  fami- 
liar Spnit,  which  he  caird  0;t/?(?/7<?,  who  wa?; 
always  at  his  Command  and  brought  him 
News  continually  for  many  Years,  till,  at 
laft,  he  loft  the  Benefit  of  fo  ufeful  a  Com- 
panion, through  a  vain  defire  of  gratifying  his 
Curioufity  after  the  following  manner,  (yiz>,^ 
The  Kfiight,  having  hitherto  only  heard  the 
Voice  of  his  fpiritual  Emiffary,  was  now  in. 
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fatuated  with  an  earned  inclination  to  behold 
his  Shapes,  which  favour  he  requcfted  of  Or- 
thonc'^  accordingly,  whofe  Anfwer  was,  that 
the  firft  thing  he  (hould  fee  on  the  morrow 
Morning,    after  he  was  rifcn  from  his  Bed, 
ihouid  be  the  Objed  he  defir'd,  or  Words  to 
that  efFcft.     The  Knight,  the  next  Morning, 
purfuant  to  the  diredion  of  his  Spirit,  aroic 
from  his  Bed,  look'd  about  him,  but  could  not 
difcovcr  any  thing  worthy  of  Remark  ^  upon 
which  difappointment,  he  upbraided  Or t hone ^ 
with  being  worfe  than  his  Word,  who  reply'd 
he  had  kept  hisPromife,  defiringthe  Knight 
to  remind  himfelf  of  what  he  had  firft  ob- 
ferv*d  after  his  rifing  5  the  Knight,   upon  rc- 
coUeftion,  reply'd,  that  he  faw  nothing  un* 
common,but  a  couple  of  Straws  tumbling  upon 
the  Ground  and  fporting  with  one  another, 
as  if  agitated  by  the  Wind  5  Th^t  was  /,  faith 
the  Spirit,    and  therefore  I  kept   my  Word. 
Then  the  Knight  dcfir  d  to  fee  him  once  more, 
in  fuch  a  Shape  asmighi  induce  him,  the  next 
Time^to  take  more  notice  of  him,  to  which  the 
Spirit  confen ted,  faying,  thcfirflthingyoufee 
to  morrow  Mornings    after yov.r  v.prifing^  jball 
he  me  ^galn  5  accordingly,  when  the  Time  ap- 
pointed was  arrived  and  the  Knight  vras  rifen 
frxom  his  Bed^    looking  out  of  his  Chamber 
Window,    the  firft  Objeft  he  elpy  d,    was  a 
Lean  ill- favoured  So^j/^.  fa  dsfcrnVd  and  ugly» 
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that  lie  was  not  able  to  abide  the  fight  of  her  :5 
and  not  expedingOrr^^«tf  to  appear  to  him  in 
fo  homely  a  manner,  he  fer  his  Dogs  upon 
the  Sour,  to  drive  her  away,  who  being  high- 
ly affronted  at  fuch  unfriendly  ufagc,  imme- 
diately Vanilh'd,  totheKnighr'sgreat  furprife^ 
and  his  old  acquaintance  Orr/^^w^',  never  came 
hear  him  after.  This  relation,  Fro'iJfarJ  af- 
ferts  he  had  fro  n  the  Knight's  own  Mouth, 
with  whom  he  was  very  intimate. 

From  hence  I  conclude,  That  the  fame 
fort  of  Spirit  that  attended  Coraffe^  has  been 
always  a  Friend  to  you,  not  only  of  late,  in 
your  miraculous  Recovery,  but  has  at  all 
Times  aflifted  you  in  Writing  the  Names  of 
Strangers,  difcovering  the  iiioft  fecret  In- 
trigues and  foretelling  future  Events,  for 
which  you  have  long  been  Famous.  As  a  fur- 
ther Proof  of  the  Exiftenceof  Spirits  and  that 
at  fome  other  Times,  as  well  as  in  your  Cafe, 
they  have  prefcrib'd  Phyfick  to  their  living 
Friends,  I  (hall  quote  an  Inftance  out  of  Mr. 
GlanviPs  Reportt^  attefled  by  the  late  Lord 
Orrery^  the  Famous  Mr.  Gi'^^m>,  and  many 
others,  living  in  the  Reign  of  King  Charles 
the  Second. 

A  Gentleman  in  Ireland^  near  to  the  Earl 
of  Orrtrj^  Houfe,  fending  his  Butler  one  Af- 
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ternoon  ton  neighbouringVillage  to  buy  Cards, 
as  he  pafs'd  a  Field,  efpy'd  a  Coinpany  in  the 
jniddle  thereof,  fitting  round  a  Table,   with 
leveral  Difhes  of  good  Cheer  before  them, 
and  moving  towards 'em,  they  all  arofe  and  Sa- 
luted hint,  defiring  hnn  to  fit  down  and  take 
p;^rr  with  them^  but  one  of  them  whifper'd 
ihefe  Words  in  his  Ear,  visz.  Bo  nothing  this 
Ccmpafiy  invites  you  to:  Whereupon,  he  refu> 
ling  to  accept'of  their  Kmdnefs^  the  Table 
and  all  the  Dainties  it  was  furnifli'd  with 
immediately  vanifr/d,  but  thq  Company  fell 
to  Dancing  and  playing  upon  divers  Mufical 
Inftruments,  the  Butler  being  a  fecond  Time 
folicired  to  partake  of  their  Diver fions,    but 
would  not  be  prevail'd  upon  to  engage  him- 
felf  wiih  them  5  upon  which,   they  left  off 
their  Merry-making  and  all  fell  to  Work, 
ftill  preffing  the  Butler  to  make  one  among 
em,    but  to  no  purpofe^  fo  that,  upon  his 
third  refufal,  they  all  vanifh'd  and  left  the 
Butler  alone,  who  in  a  great  Conflernation 
Teturn'd  home,  without  the  Cards,  fell  into 
a  Fit  as  he  enter' d  the  Houfe,  but,  foon  re- 
covering his  Senfes,  related  to  his  Matter  all 
that  had  pafs'd. 

The  following  Night,  one  of  the  Ghoft- 
ly  Company  came  to  the  Butler's  Bed-fide  and 
told  him,  that  if  he  offer'd  to  ftir  out  the 
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next  Day,  he  would  be  carry'd  away^  upon 
whofe  Advice,  he  kept  within  till  towards 
the  Evening,  and  having  then  an  Occafion 
to  make  Water,  ventured  to  fet  one  Foot  over 
the  Threfhold  of  the  Door,  in  order  to  eafe 
himfelf,  which  he  had  no  iboner  done,  but 
a  Rope  was  caft  about  his  Middle,  in  the 
Sight  of  feveral  Standers-by,  and  the  poor 
Man  was  hurry'd  from  the  Porch  with  unac-^ 
countable  Swiftnefs,  follovv'd  by  many  Per- 
fons,  but  they  were  not  nimble  enough  to 
overtake  him,  till  a  Horfeman,  well  mount- 
ed, happening  to  meet  him  upon  the  Road, 
and  feeing  many  followers  in  purfuit  of  a 
Man  hurr/d  along  in  a  Rope,  without  any 
Body  to  forcehim,  catch'd  hold  of  the  Cord 
and  ftopd  him  in  his  Career,  but  received, 
for  his  Pains,  fuch  a  ftrap  upon  his  Back 
with  one  End  of  the  Rope,  as  almofl  feli'd 
him  from  his  Horfe  ^  however,  being  a  good 
Chriftian,  he  was  too  ftrong  for  the  Devil, 
and  recovered  the  Botler  out  of  the  Spirits 
Clutches  and  brought  him  back  to  his 
Friends. 

The  Lord  OrrerJ,  hearing  of  thefe 
ftrange  Pafiages,  for  his  further  Satisfacti- 
on in  the  TruHi  thereof,  fent  for  the  But- 
ler, with  leave  of  bis  Mafler,  to  come  and 
continue   (ome    Days    and    Nights-   at   his 


Houfe,  which,  in  Obedience  to  his  Lord- 
Ihip,  the  Servant  did  accordingly,  who  af- . 
ter  his  firft  Night's  Bedding  there,  reported 
to  the  Earl  in  the  Morning,  that  his  Speftre 
had  again  been  with  him,  and  affur*d  him, 
that  on  that  very  Day  he  (hould  be  fpiri- 
ted  away,  in  fpight  of  all  the  Meafures 
that  could  poffibly  be  taken  to  prevent  itt 
Upon  which,  he  was  conduced  into  a  large 
Room,  with  a  confiderable  Number  of  ho- 
ly Petfons  to  defend  him  from  the  Aflaulrs 
of  Satan  ^  among  whom,  was  the  famous 
ilroker  of  bewitch'd  Perfons,  Mr.  Grtfatrix^ 
who  liv'd  in  the  Neighbourhood,  and  knew^ 
as  may  be  prefum'd,  how  to  deal  with  the 
Devil  as  weli  as  any  Body  ^  befides  fcvcral 
eminent  Quality  were  prefent  in  the  Houfe, 
among  the  reft,  two  Bifhops,  all  waiting 
the  wonderful  Event  of  this  unaccountable; 
Prodigy. 

Till  part  of  the  Afternoon  was  fpcnt, 
the  Time  Aid  away  in  nothing  but  Peace 
and  Quietnefs,  but,  at  length,  the  enchant- 
ed Patient  was  perceiv'd  to  rife  from  the 
Floor  without  any  vifible  Afliftance,  where- 
iipon,  Mr.  Grcatrix  and  another  lufty  Man 
clapt  their  Arms  (wer  his  Shoulders,  and 
endeavoured  to  weigh  him  down  with  their 
utmoft  Strength,  but  to  no  purpofe,  for  the 
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Devil  prov'd  too  powerful,  and  after  a  hard 
ftruggJe  on  both  fides,  made  them  quit 
their  hold,  and  fnatching  the  Butler  from 
*em,  carry *d  him  over  their  Heads  and 
tofs'd  hini  in  the  Air,  to  and  fro,  like  a 
Dog  in  a  Blanket  ^  feveral  of  the  Company 
running  under  the  poor  Wretch  to  fave  him 
from  the  Ground,  by  which  means,  when  the 
Spirits  Frolick  was  over,  they  could  not 
find  that  in  all  this  hurry-fcurry,  the 
frighted  Butler  had  received  the  lea  ft  Da- 
mage, but  was  left  in  Statu  qiw^  upon  the 
fame  Premifes,  to  prove  th^  Devil  a  Lian 

The  Goblins,  for  this  bout,  having 
given  over  their  Paftime,  and  left  their 
Maygame  to  take  a  little  repofe,  that  he 
might  in  fome  Meafure  be  refrefh'd  againfl: 
their  next  Sally,  My  Lord  ordered,  the 
fame  Night,  two  of  his  Servants  to  lie  with 
him,  for  fear  fome  Devil  or  other  (hould 
come  and  catch  him  Napping,  notwith- 
ftanding  which,  the  Butler  told  his  Lc*d- 
(hip  the  next  Morning,  that  the  Spirit  had 
again  been  with  him  in  the  likenefs  of  a 
Quack  Dodor,  and  in  his  right  Hand  a 
wooden  Dilh-full  of  grey  Liquor,  like  a  Mefs 
of  Porridge,  at  fight  of  which,  he  endea- 
>vour'd  to  awake  his  Bedfellows,  but  the 
Spcdre  told  him  his  attempts  were  fri:itlefs, 
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for  that  his  Companions  were  enchanted 
into  a  deep  Sleep,  advifing  him  not  to  be 
frighted,  for  he  came  as  a  Friend,  and  was 
the  fame  Spirit  that  caution'd  him  in  the 
Field  againft  complying  with  the  Companjr 
he  there  met,  when  he  was  going  for 
the  Cards^  addhig,  that  if  he  had  not  re- 
fused to  come  into  their  Meafures,  he  had 
been  for  ever  miferable^  alfo  wonder 'd  he 
had  efcap'd  the  Day  before,  becaufe  he 
knew  there  was  fo  powerful  a  Combination 
againft  him  5  but  affur'd  him,  that  f9r  the 
future  there  would  be  no  more  attempts  of 
the-  like  Nature  ^  further  telling  the  poor 
trembling  Butler,  that  he  knew  he  was  fad- 
ly  troubrd  with  two  forts  of  Fits,  and, 
therefore,  as  a  Friend,  had  brought  him  a 
Medicine  that  would  Cure  hini  of  both,  be- 
feeching  him.  to  take  it,  but  the  poor  Pa- 
tient, who  had  been  fo  fcurvily  us*d  by 
thefefortof  Doftors^  and  fearing  the  Devil 
mioht  be  at  the  Bottom  of  the  Cup,  would 
nor  be  prevaird  upon  to  fwallow  the  Dofe, 
which  made  the  Spirit  Angry  ^  who  told 
him,  however,  he  had  a  kindnefs  for  him, 
and  that  if  he  would  bruife  the  Roots  of 
Plantane  without  the  Leaves,  and  drink  the 
the  Juice  thereof,  it  (hould  certainly  Cure 
him  of  one  fort  of  his  Fits,  bur  as  a  PuniCli- 
ment  for  his  Obftinacy  in  refufing  the  Li- 
quor, 
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"qaor,  he  fhould  carry  the  other  to  his  Grave,' 
then   the  fpiritual  Doclor  aik'd  his  Patienc 
if  he  knew  him  5  the  Butler  anfwer'd,  ¥0. 
I  am,  fays  he,  the  wapdring  Ghosi  of  your  old 
Jcquaintance    John  Hobby,    who   has  bee)^ 
dead  and  bitryd  thefe  [even  Tears  ^   and  ever 
fince^  for  the  wicked nefs  of  my  Life^    have 
been  lijled  into  the  Company   of  thofe  Evil^' 
Spirits  you  beheld  in  the  Fields^  am  hurry  d 
up  and  down  in  this   refllefs   Condition^  and 
doomed  to  continue  in  the  fame  wretched  Statif 
till  the  Day  of  Judgment,       Adding,    that 
Had  you  fervd  your  Creator  in  the  days  of 
your  Touth^  and  offerd  up  your  Prayers  that 
Morning ^  before  you  were  fent  for  the  Cards ^ 
you  had  not  been  treated  by  the  Spirits  that 
tormented  you^  with  fo  much  'Rigour  and  6V- 
verity. 

After  the  Butler  had  reported  thefe; 
marvellous  Paffages  to  my  Lord  and  his  Fa- 
mily, the  two  Bifliops,  that  were  prefent,  a- 
mong  other  Qiiality,  were  thereupon  con- 
fulted,  whether  or  no,  it  was  proper  for 
the  Butler  to  follow  the  Spirit's  Advice,  in 
taking  Plantane  Juice  for  the  Cure  of  his 
Fits,  and  whether  he"had  done  well  or  ill, 
in  refufing  the  Liquid  Dofe  which  the 
Spedre  would  have  given  him^  the  Qiaefti- 
on,  at  firft,  feem'd  to  be  a  kind  of  moot: 
D  Point, 
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Point,    but,  after  fome  ftruggle  in  the  De- 
bate, their  Refolution  was,  that  the  Butler 
had  afted,    through  the  whole  Affair,    like 
a   good  Chriftian,    for^  that  it   was  highly 
finful  to  follow  the  DeviFs  Advice  in  any 
thing,  and  that  no  Man  fhould  do  Evil  that 
.     Good  might  come  of  it  5    fo  that,    in  fhort, 
]    the  poor  Butler,  after  all  his  Fatigue,   had 
I     no  amends  for  his  trouble,    but  was  deny'd, 
by  the  Bifhops,  the  feeming  Benefit  that  the 
Spirit  intended  him. 

I  do  not  introduce  this  old  furprifing 
Story  to  amufe  you,  but  to  let  you  know,  that 
it  is  no  new  thing  for  Spedres  to 'turn 
Doftors  to  fuch  ailing  Perfons  as  they  re- 
tain a  Refped  for,  and  that  your  Genius 
-was  not  the  firft  Spirit  that  ever  praftis'd 
Phyfick^  therefore,  if  this  Narrative  report- 
ed by  Glanvil^  Beaumont ^  and  others,  may 
obtain  Credit,  upon  the  Authorities  of  my 
Lord  Orrery^  Mr.  Greatnx,  and  divers 
Perfons,  who  were  in  a  gteat  meafure  Eye- 
Witneffes  of  the  matter,  I  fee  no  Reafon  f 
have  to  doubt  the  Truth  of  your  Letter, 
fince  I  know  your  Integrity  5  .befides,  it  has 
•always  been  allow'd  by  fuch  Dsmonologers 
as  have  Publifh'd  their  Thoughts  upon  "the 
vifibility  of  Spirits,  that  Scotland,  is  never 
without  fuch  a  fort  of  People  as  they  call 
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Second -figh ted,  who  have  not  only  the 
Power  of  difcerning  Apparitions,  but,  by 
their  frequent  Converfation  with  Spirits, 
foretel  future  Events,  to  the  great  Afto- 
iii(hment  of  all  Perfons  that  confuk  them  : 
That  there  are  fuch  fort  of  Diviners  in  the 
World,  Qfptchlly  in ScotlaficJ^  I  am  through- 
ly convinc'd,  of  which  Number  I  take  your 
feJf  tobe  one,  but  how  to  account  for  your 
myfterious  Performances,  I  readily  confefs, 
I  know  not,  and  therefore  fhall  fubmit  that 
Ta(k  to  fuch  as  are  qual^'d  with  a  more 
fubtil  Penetration. 

I   doubt  I  have  tir'd  your  Patience  with 
-too  much  Prolixity   upon  familiar  Spirits,, 
therefore,    to  make  you  amends,    I  will  be 
but  fhort  in  myDilTertation  upon  the  Load- 
ftone5    which  in  the  firft  place,  is,  a  very 
ponderous  Foilile,  found  in  different  Climates, 
and  feems  in  its  Nature  and  Qiaalities  to  be 
nearly  related  to  Iron  Oar,  from  whence  it 
is  endow'd  with  a  peculiar  propeny  of  draw- 
ing Iron  to  its  felf  by  the  Power  of  Sympa- 
thy,   or  the  natural  Difpofition   it   has   to 
Em.brace  that  particular  Metal.      In  ^gjppt 
there  are -large  Mines  of  it,  feme  ftw  Mag- 
nets have  been  found  in  Athwpta^    which 
have  attraded  Iron  very   forcibly,  but  two 
forts  are  dug  up  at  the  Yoot  of  tlie  Sardbiian 
D  2  Moun- 
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Mountains,  of  fuch  different  Natures,  that  a3 
one  draws  Iron,  the  other  will  repel  it;  as; 
jou  will  find  it  reported  by  Johan?ies    Jon- 
fioniis^    in  his  Hiftory    of  Isature^  alfo  by 
iliny^  in. his  Second  Book,  who,  for  the  a- 
forefaid  Reafon,  calls  this  StouQ  TheameJes  : 
As  to  the  Angular  Virtues  hitherto  difcover'd 
dn  the  common  Loadftone^   the  mod  admi- 
rable of  all  are  the  ftrid  Correfpondence  it 
xnaintains    with    the   two    Poles,    and  the 
^^onderful  Property  it  communicates,  by  a 
touch,  to  the  Needle,    for   the  Benefit   of 
IVIariners.      Th^*Power   of   its  Attradion, 
is  thought  by  forae   Virtuofos  to  be  owing 
to    a    clammy    bituminous    Subftance,    by 
"ivhich  the  Contexture  of   the    more   folid. 
Parts  are  clofely  femented  and  confirm'd:,  to 
prove  this,    work  a  Loadftone   in  the  Fire 
iand   it   fhall   cafl  forth  a   blewifh    Flame, 
like  that  of  lighted  Brimftone,  and  fo  con- 
tinue, till  it  fpends  its  Life  and  lofes  the 
Power    of  Attradion.      There  is    a    great 
deal   of    Sulphur    in.  Iron    as   well   as  in 
the  Loadftone,  which  is  the  principal  Caufe 
of  their    Sympathifing    with    each    other, 
and  if  you  deftroy  the  firft  in  either,  the 
3aft  will  fail  in  courfe,  which  is  the  Rea- 
fon,   why  the   Loadftone  will  not    attrad 
the  Ruft  of  Iron,  tho*  it  will  the  Filings,  be- 
caufe  in  the  former,   the  bituminous  Mar 
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tef  Is  quite  fpent  and  nothing  left  but  a 
kind   of  Caput  mortuum.      The  Loadftone 
hath  alfo  two  Poles,  which  anfwer  thofe  im 
the  Heavens,  if  you  touch  the  Needle  with 
the  North  Pole  of  the  Stone,  it  will  point 
to  the  Artick,  if  with  the  South  part  there- 
of,   as    it  flood    pofited    in    the    Mine,   it 
will  point  to  the  Antartick,  but  not  with 
the   utmofl    exadnefs,    except   it  (lands   in 
the  Meridian:  But  to  be  further  fatisfy'd  in 
thefe  Myfteries,  have  recourfe  to  Libavws, 
Cardamts,    Pliny^    Bodm,    Porta,    our  own 
fhilofophical  TrmfaBions,  and  fuch  Authors 
as   have    treated    more   largely   upon    this 
Subjecl  :   for,  I  fuppofe,   all  that  you  want 
to  know  of  me  is,  if  ever  I  have  heard  from 
others,  or  difcover'd  by  my  own  Experience, 
any  fuch  Phyfical  Virtue  in  the  Loadftone, 
as  may  tend  ;o  the  Cure  of  any  Chronical 
or  other  Difeafe  incident  to  humane  Bodies, 
that  may  ftrengthen  the  Opinion  you  feem 
to  entertain   of  it  in  fuch  Cafes,    from  the 
Benefit  your  felf    has  lately    received  in  fo 
extraordinary  a  manner. 

Im  anfwer  to  this,  I  confefs,  I  have 
heard  it  affirm'd  (but  not  by  a  Phyfician) 
that  the  Loaduone  hath  withdrawn  the  In- 
flamation  and  given  Eafe  in  the  Gout,  and 
by  changing  the  Application  of  it  from  one 
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fide  to  the  other,  has  at  length  chas'J  it 
^avvay,  .to  the  perfed  recovery  of  the  Patient^ 
but  in  any  other  Cafe,  excepting  your  own, 
I  never  heard  of  a  Cure  fo  much  as  fici- 
litated  or  attempted  to  be  perform'd  there- 
by 5  therefore,  as  the  Ufe  of  it  in  any  Di- 
feafe  is  quite  Foreign  to  the  common 
Praftice  of  Phyfick,  if  others,  as  well  as 
your  felf,  have  received  Benefit  by  this  new 
Difcovery,  I  think  not  .my  felf  obliged  to 
account  for  it,  till  it  becomes  praftical 
among  my  own  Fraternity,  and  then  it 
will  be  Time  enough  for  any  Phylician 
to  give  his  Thoughts  thereon  5  befides,  I 
am  a  Stranger  to  the  Preparation  prefcrib'd 
to  you  by  your  Genius^  and  without  the 
•knowledge  of  that  material  Secret,  it  is 
impoffible  for  any  .Phyfician,  in  your  Cafe^ 
to  make  a  clear  Judgment^  or  to  know 
which  of  the  tw^o  your  Cure  is  chiefly 
owing  to,  the  Powder  or  the  Loadftone^ 
for  how  far  the  latter  may  operate  up- 
on a  Body  prepared  by  '  Pulvis  Martis  or 
other  Chalybeates,  I  iliall  not  pretend  to 
determine,  tho*,  for  ought  I  know,  won- 
derful Cures  may  be  performed  in  that  way, 
but  upon  what  Reafon  in. Nature,  fuch  a 
new  Syftem  can  be  founded,  feems  very  re- 
mote from  my  prefent  underftanding^  but, 
flnce  you    are   become  fole  Matter  of   fo 

won- 


(31) 


wonderful  a  Secret,-  my  Aivke  i?,  that 
you  keep  the  Recipe  to  your  felf,  in  Obe- 
dience to  your  Genhts^  and  tho  you  Aflift 
others,  never  to  do  it  without  Fee  or  Re- 
ward, for  all  ufeful  Dilcoveries  ought  to  be 
rendered  Profitable. 

In  anfwer  to  the  laft  Article  of  your 
Requeft,  I  fhall  now  proceed  to  fay  fome- 
thing  of  Sympathy,  and  the  Cures  report- 
ed to  have  been  done  thereby.  The  Sym- 
pathetick  Powder,  fo  highly  efteem'd  a- 
bout  a  hundred  Years  fince,  by  Men  of 
Art  in  this  Kingdom,  was  firft  brought  in- 
to Europe  by  a  Religious  Carmelite^  who 
in  his  Travels  thro'  hitiia^  Perfia^  and 
China^  had  made  himfeif  Matter  of  this 
Secret,  and  from  fome  of  thofe  Eajlern 
Countries,  came  over  into  Tufcany^  where 
he  perform'd  many  confiderable  Cures  by 
this  occult  Method,  to  the  great  Aftonifh- 
'  ment  of  the  mofl  eminent  Thyficians  and 
Surgeons  in  thofe  Parts  ^  infomuch  that  the 
Duke  of  Twycv77//y  himfeif  was  very  defirous  . 
of  becoming  \lafl:er  of  this  furprizing  Ar-  j 
canum^  but,,  the  honeft  Fryar  by  manv 
hand  fome  Excufes  brought  himfclf  ofi, 
and  would  not  be  prevaiPd  upon  to^  com- 
municate his   Nojirum  to  his  Highnefs* 

S  o  M  E 
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Some  few  Months  after  this,  our  Fa* 
niou9  Engltjh  Virtuofo,  Sir  Kenelm  T>Jgby^ 
happening  in  his  Travels  to  be  at  the 
Grand  Duke's  Court,  an  Opportunity  fell 
accidentally  in  the  Knight's  way  to  do 
the  Fryar  a  Service,  which  the  good  old 
Man  took  fo  kindly  at  his  hands,  that 
he  recompenc'd  the  Curtefy  with  a  Difco- 
very  of  his  Secret  5  and  foon  after  return- 
ing into  Perjla^  left  no  Man  in  Europe  Ma- 
ftcr  of  the  fame  but  Sir  Kenehn^  who 
was  the  firft  Perfon  that  brought  the  Re^ 
cipe  into  England^  and  that  here  wrought 
Cures  by  it  himfelf,  and  recommended  it 
to  the  Pradice  of  others^  fo  that,  in  a 
little  Time,  every  Mother-Midwife,  and 
Country  Fleabeard,  became  topping  Sur- 
geons, cfpecially  for  the  Cure  of  Green^ 
Wounds  5  for  it  is  not  to  be  trailed  to^ 
in  other  Cafes. 

This  Sympathetick  Powder,  by  which 
many  Miracles  have  been  performed  at 
great  Diftances,  is  nothing  more  than  the 
Simple  Powder  of  Roman  Vitriol^  either 
Chymically  prepared,  or  imperfeftly  cal- 
cined in  the  Beams  of  the  Sun  5  from 
whence,  'tis  faid,  it  derives  a  very  balfa- 
mick  Virtue^  a  little  of  this  apply'd  ro 
any  Inftruuient  that   has     done   Mifchief, 
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or  to  a  Rag  drpd  into,  or  ftain'd  with^ 
the  Blood  of  a  Wound,  never  fails  of 
Curing;  the  Patient  at  the  wideft  DiftancCj 
provided  the  Wound  be  Curable. 

Sir  Ketielm  T)i.gby^  to  advance  the  Credit 
of  this  furpiifing  Medicine,  fpeaks  very 
largely  in  Commendation  thereof^  in  a 
little  Treatife  of  his,  written  firft  iii 
French^  upon  the  fame  Subject  5  wherein 
he  boafls  of  a  remarkable  Cure  performed 
by  himfelf,  in  a  moft  wonderful  manner^ 
with  only  the  ufe  of  this  aftonifhing  Pow- 
der 5  and,  therefore,  as  in  religious  Cafes^i 
Example  goes  beyond  Precept,  fo,  to  con- 
vince you  of  the  Miracles  perform'd  bv 
Sympathy,  Inftances,  perhaps,  may  ptove 
inore  efFeftual  than  Arguments  5  for  which 
Reafon,  I  fhall  proceed  to  furnifli  you 
with  a  notable  Experiment  of  this  Magi- 
cal Powder,  and  fo  conclude, 

*'  Mr.  James  Howel^  a  trufty  Servant 
^*  to  King  James  the  Firft,  famous  in  thofe 
*'  Days  for  Compiling  a  Treatife^  entitled 
"  Denclrologia,  and  afterwards  for  his  Le- 
^'  gacy  to  the  World,  call'd,  EpiJIoU  Ho- 
"  Eliandi^  happened,  when  he  was  a  Yonn[; 
*'  Gentleman,  to  accidently  come  by,  when 
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^^  two  of  his  deareft  Friends  were  fiercely 
**  Engagd  in  a  very  dangerous  Duel,  and 
*'  to  prevent  the  Mifchief  very  likely  to 
*'  enfue,  too  rafhly  catclVd  hold,  with  his 
"  naked  Hand,  of  his  Sword,  whofe  Failion 
'*  prompted  him  to  be  the  moft  defperare^ 
*'  in  which  attempt,  the  Weapon,  being 
'^  drawn  through  Mr.  HoweVs  Palm,  cut 
*'  the  Nerves  and  Mofcles  thereof  to  the 
''  very  Bone,  and,  as  they  were  thus  Scuf- 
''  fling,  holding  up  the  fame  Hand  to  dc- 
*'  fend  one  of  his  Friends  from  a  Blow 
*'  upon  his  Head,  received  another  cut  upon 
'*  the  back  of  his  Hand,  crofs  all  the 
''  Veins  and  Tendons,  more  terrible  than 
'^  the  former,  which,  his  Friends  perceiving, 
*'  put  a  fudden  flop  to  their  inebrious  Fury, 
'^  run  both  to  embrace  him  and  to  exprefs 
*' their  forrcw  for  the  unhappy  Accident, 
"  lending  him  their  AfTiftance  to  bind  up  his 
*'  Wounds  with  one  of  his  own  Garters,  and 
''  fo  conduded  him  to  his  Lodgings,  where 
"  they  fent  immediately  for  a  Surgeon, 
'^  who  found  the  Cafe  defperate,  for  he 
''  bled  abundantly. 

''  Ma.  Howel.,  being  a  Gentleman  much 
*'  refpeclcd  by  the  Quality,  the  News  of 
*'  his  Misfortune  foon   reach'd   the  Court  5 
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"  and  his  Majefty,  having,  alfo,  a  great 
*'  regard  for  him,  fent  one  of  his  own 
**  Surgeons  to  attend  him,  who  found  the 
*'  Cafe  to  be  fo  very  bad  that  he  feeni'd 
"  doubtful  of  a  Cure,  without  cutting  off 
*'  his  Hand,  which  occafion'd  Mr.  Howel^ 
*'  about  live  Days  after  the  Hurt  receiv'd, 
"  to  apply  himfelf  to  his  good  Friend  and 
*  Neighbour,  Sir  Kenelm  Digby,  who,  at 
*'  that  Time  was  famous  for  the  Sympa- 
'^  thetick-Powder,  begging  his  Afliftance  in 
*'  that  painful  Extremity,  telling  him,  that 
"  his  Surgeons  were  apprehenlive  of  a 
*^  Gangrene. 

"Sir  Kefielm,  opening  the  Wounds, 
"  found  a  terrible  Cafe  of  it,  and  a  dangerous 
*^  Inflamation  upon  the  Part,  which,  Mr. 
*'  Hcwel  acknowledged,  gave  him  fuch  in< 
*^  tolerable  Pain  as  was  fcarce  fupportable^ 
*'  the  Knight,  afk'd  him,  if  he  had  any 
''  Bandage  with  the  Blood  upon  it,  Mr. 
^^  How  el  anfwer'd,  Tesx,  accordingly  fent 
"  his  Servant  for  the  bloody  Garter  which 
*'  had  firft  bound  up  his  Wounds,  and  de- 
*'  liver'd  it  to  Sir  Keiiehn^  who,  calling 
''  for  a  Rafon  of  Water,  went  into  his 
"  Clofet  for  a  handful  of  his  Powder, 
"  which  he  infus'd  therein,  and  then  foak'd 
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**  the  Garter  in  the  fame  Liquor 5    whilffc 
**  IV^r.   Howel   was    talking    with    another 
^'  Gentleman,   at   the   further    End  of  the 
*'  Room,    not  knowing   in   the  leaft  what 
*'  Sir    Kejielm    was    doing,    who,  after  he 
*^' had  bath'd   the  Garter   in  the  Bafon   a- 
*'  bout  a  Minute,  calfd  to  his  Patient  and 
"' alYd   him  how   he  found  himfelf,    who 
^'  anfwer'd,     So    woyiderful   Eafy    that    the 
*'  Inflamat'ion    feems    to     be    totally    Extin^ 
*'  gitifh'dy    the  Pain  quite  gone  cff^    and  my 
*'  Hand   1  find   as   cool    and  as    much   re- 
^•^  fre^id^  as  if  it  was  wrap  d  up  in  a  wet 
*'  Napkifu    Then^    reply'd   the  Knight,  ^fiing 
*'  ojf  your  DreJJings^    meddle^  no   more  with 
*^  Vlajiers^    only    keep   your    Wounds     clean 
*'  and  from  the  Air^    and  I  doubt   7iot^    hut 
'^:^  in   a  few    Days    Time^    I  foall  effeBttaHy 
"'  Cure  you^  roithout  putting  you  to  any  fur^ 
f  ther  Trouble.     Much  Comforted  witli  this 
*'  AlTurance,    Mr.  Howel  took    a    thankful 
^'  Leave  of  Sir  Kenelm^  and  fo  departed. 

'^  M  Fv.  Hov:el,  had  not  been  gone  above 
^^  a  Quarter  of  an  Hour,  but  the  Knight  took 
*'  the  Garter  oiit  of  the  Liquor,  to  dry  it 
^'tefore  the  Fire,  and  careklly  hanging 
^'  it  a  little  too  near,  the  extraordinary 
^^  Hear,  by  the  Concatination  of  Effluvia's; 
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ff  had  fuch  an  EfTeft  upon  the  Patient, 
*'  that  he  made  as  many  wry  Faces'  as  a 
"' Gook  that  had  burnt  his  Fingers^  di- 
'^  fpatching  his  Servant,  with  all  imaginable 
*'  Expedition,  to  let  his  Doftor  know  what 
"  a  Condition  he  was  relaps'd  into. 

*'  Sir  Kefielm^  who  prefently  conje^lur'd 
^'  the  Caufe  of  this  Difafter,  fmiling  at  the 
''  MelTage  the  Servant  had  delivered,  and 
*^  fnatching  the  Garter  from  the  Fire,  told 
*'  him,  that  his  Mafter  fhould  be  very 
"  Eafy  by  the  Time  he  could  return  to 
"  him,  which  the  Footman,  by  the  ac- 
"  knowledgment  of  his  Mafter,  found  to 
"  be  true  accordingly  ^  Sir  Kenelm^  doing 
*'  nothing  more  to  work  this  change,  than 
*'  cooling  the  wreaking  Garter  by  a  fpeedy 
^'Repetition  of  his  former  Application^ 
"  fo  that,  without  any .  further  Accident 
''  interpofing,  the  Patient  was  thoroughly 
*'  cur'd,  in  five  or  fix  Days  Time,  by 
*'^this  extraordinary  Method,  to  the  in- 
*'  expreffible  Admiration  of  all  his  Ma . 
"  jefty's  Surgeons. 
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SIR, 


This  is  all,  at  prefent,  I  am  at  Leifure 
to  fay  in  Anfwer  to  your  Letter,  and  I 
doubt  you  will  think  it  enough  too,  ex- 
cept more  to  the  purpofe :  What  extraordi- 
nary Cures  you  happen  to  perform  by  your 
new  Method,  I  defire  you  will  communi- 
cate to  me  as  foon  as  you  can  conveniently, 
for  to  hear  of  your  Succefs,  will  be  no 
little  Satisfaftion  to, 

5/>, 

Tony  (^Jfnred  friend 
and  hnmhh  Servants 
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POSTSCRIPT. 

TH  E  Powder,  communicated  to  Dodor 
Campbelhy  hXsGenhts^  together,  with 
the  Ufe  or  the  Loadftone,  having  wrought: 
many  wonderful  Cures  upon  other  Patients 
as  well  as  himfelf^  this"  Poftfcript  is  to 
acquaint  the  Publick,  that  any  Perfon  la- 
bouring under  one  or  more  of  the  follow- 
ing Calamities,  vi^.  Hypochondriacal,  Hy- 
flerical,  Epileptical,  Convulfive,  or  any  o- 
ther  fort  of  Fits  that  either  Sex  can  be  fub- 
jed  to,  may  be  relieved,  after  the  fame  man- 
ner as  aforementioned  ^  at  Dodor  Campbell 
Houfe,  in  Biickhigham-Comt^  over  againft 
Old  Mans  Coffee- Houfe  at  Chair ing-Crcfs^ 
where  they  may  be  readily  furnifn'd  with 
his  Pulvis  Miraculofus^  and  the  finefl  fort  of 
^^jv/?r/^?/?  Loadftones,  ready  arm'd  and  fitted 
for  the  p'jrpofe,  which  if  apply'd  and  con- 
tinu'd  according  to  Dircvtion  never  fail  of 
Succefs. 


